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Seyond filler: How rat grafting restores the face
arter GLP-1 weight loss
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While injectable fillers are frequently a part of that conversation, many plastic surgeons are turning to Renuva, Lipoderma and more
another option for patients experiencing more significant volume loss - facial fat grafting. By using a
patient's own tissue to restore volume, improve contour and potentially support skin quality, facial fat

transfer offers a unique approach to facial rejuvenation after weight loss.

But who is a good candidate for facial fat grafting? How does it compare to filler alone? To better understand
this evolving area of aesthetics, we spoke with ASPS Member Surgeons Gene Lee, MD, MPH, and Michael
Dobryansky, MD, FACS.

Understanding facial volume loss from GLP-1 use

Facial volume loss has always been an undeniable part of the natural aging process, but GLP-1 medications

have accelerated that conversation.

"Volume loss has long been recognized as a natural part of aging, and it's well documented in medical
literature," said Dr. Dobryansky. "Over time, we lose soft tissue volume in the face, which contributes to an

older appearance. What GLP-1 medications have done is accelerate that process for many patients."

As more patients experience rapid weight loss, surgeons are increasingly helping them navigate its

unexpected effects on facial aging.

"When weight loss happens rapidly, whether through medication, surgery or lifestyle changes, the face can
'deflate' more quickly than expected,’ said Dr. Dobryansky. "Many patients come in saying, 'My body looks
better, but my face looks older. That's a very real and understandable concern. As a result, today's

conversations are increasingly focused on restoring facial volume in a balanced, natural way."

This experience reflects a broader trend that many plastic surgeons are now seeing in patients following

rapid weight loss.

"GLP-1 medications have fundamentally changed these conversations because patients are now losing
weight faster than their facial soft tissues can adapt and recoil," said Dr. Lee. "As a result, I'm seeing signs of
facial aging in younger patients who have experienced significant weight loss on these medications. | often
explain that facial aging is not just about skin laxity or structural descent, but is also driven by the loss of the

deep and superficial fat compartments that help maintain and create youthful facial contours and support.”

While many patients have heard the trending phrase "Ozempic face,' both surgeons emphasize that the

underlying changes are not unique to the medication itself.

"The changes themselves aren't necessarily different from normal aging," said Dr. Dobryansky. "They just
occur much faster. Instead of gradual volume loss over years, patients may see noticeable hollowing or

sagging over a much shorter period of time."
While the changes themselves are not unique, the rapid onset has given rise to the now-familiar term.

"'Ozempic face' is not a medical diagnosis but rather a lay term describing facial deflation after rapid weight
loss," said Dr. Lee. "From a surgical standpoint, it reflects volume depletion of both the superficial and deep

facial fat compartments, often accompanied by soft tissue descent and laxity."

Why facial fat transfer is becoming an important option

When patients begin exploring ways of restoring facial volume, fillers are often the first treatment that
comes to mind. However, significant GLP-1 facial volume loss often requires a more comprehensive

approach.

"It depends on several factors, including the patient's age, goals, anatomy and how much treatment they're
comfortable with," said Dr. Dobryansky. "Injectable fillers are often a good starting point, especially for
patients who are new to aesthetic treatments. They're quick, relatively low-commitment and reversible. If a
patient likes the outcome and wants something longer lasting, we can then consider options like fat grafting

or biostimulatory injectables."

Ultimately, surgeons say the best approach isn't determined by the treatment itself, but by the pattern of

facial changes and each patient's individual goals.

"The decision depends on whether the primary issue is focal volume loss, diffuse facial deflation or skin and
soft tissue laxity," said Dr. Lee. "Fillers can be excellent for subtle, targeted correction, but patients with
global facial volume loss from substantial GLP-1-associated weight loss often achieve a more natural and

comprehensive restoration with fat grafting."

If facial volume loss is accompanied by soft tissue descent and skin laxity, additional surgical procedures may

be necessary to achieve optimal results.

"When volume loss is accompanied by significant tissue descent or skin laxity, | commonly recommend

combining volume restoration with a facelift and neck lift," said Dr. Lee.

Fat transfer vs filler: Understanding the differences

Onereason that facial fat transfer has gained popularity is that it replaces lost tissue with the patient's own

tissue.

"Fat grafting uses your own tissue, so you can think of it as a natural, autologous filler," said Dr. Dobryansky.

"In most cases, there's enough fat available for transfer, even in patients who have lost weight."
However, patients should understand how the procedure actually works.

"Fat is living tissue," said Dr. Dobryansky. "Once transferred, it needs to establish a new blood supply in
order to survive. Not all of the injected fat will take. On average, about 65 to 70 percent of the transferred

fat survives long-term, which is actually quite good."

Although not all transferred fat survives, the long-term benefits often make fat grafting an appealing option

for facial rejuvenation.

"Fat grafting is especially effective because it replaces like with like, whereby we restore lost facial fat with
the patient's own autologous tissue," said Dr. Lee. "In patients who have undergone significant weight loss, it
can soften hollow areas, rebuild support in the cheeks and temples and restore healthier facial proportions

without the overfilled appearance that can sometimes result from excessive filler use."
In comparing fat transfer to fillers, longevity is another important consideration.

"Fillers provide predictable, temporary volume restoration and remain an excellent option for selected
patients," said Dr. Lee. "Fat grafting is somewhat less predictable initially because a portion of the
transferred fat is naturally resorbed during healing. However, the fat that successfully establishes a blood
supply becomes living tissue and can provide results that are significantly longer lasting than injectable

fillers."

Beyond volume: The regenerative potential of fat grafting

Perhaps one of the most exciting aspects of modern facial fat transfer is that it may offer benefits beyond

simply replacing lost volume.

"Fat contains cells that can stimulate collagen production and support the formation of new blood vessels,"
said Dr. Dobryansky. "While it's not the same as stem-cell therapy, it does have regenerative properties that

can improve skin texture, quality and overall vitality in the treated area."

Increasingly, the appeal of fat grafting lies not only in the volume it restores, but also in its potential

regenerative effects.

"One of the most exciting aspects of autologous fat transfer is that its benefits extend well beyond volume
replacement," said Dr. Lee. "Adipose tissue contains regenerative cells and signaling factors that may

improve skin texture and overall tissue quality."

The versatility of fat grafting extends beyond where it's placed to how the fat is prepared for specific

treatment goals.

"We can process harvested fat into micro fat or nano fat grafting, each serving distinct purposes,” said Dr.
Lee. "Micro fat provides soft, natural volume restoration in delicate facial regions, while nano fat is
processed into a cell-rich suspension designed primarily for its regenerative effects rather than structural

augmentation."
These regenerative techniques have already seen success within reconstructive plastic surgery.

"Clinical experience and an expanding body of literature suggest that adipose-derived regenerative cells can
enhance tissue pliability, vascularity and overall skin quality," said Dr. Lee. "The same biologic principles may

contribute to improved skin health and rejuvenation in the aesthetic arena."

Timing matters: Choosing the right patients

Patience is an important part of achieving successful outcomes with facial fat grafting.

"The fat that successfully integrates becomes a permanent part of your tissue," said Dr. Dobryansky.
"However, it still behaves like fat anywhere else in the body. If you gain weight, it can enlarge. If you lose
weight, it can shrink. This is why stability is key. Ideally, patients should be at or near a stable weight - and

have a long-term plan for their GLP-1 use - before pursuing fat grafting.”

For this reason, surgeons say waiting until weight has stabilized is one of the most important factors in

achieving a predictable, long-lasting result.

"| am definitely seeing patients seek consultation earlier, often while they are still actively losing weight,"
said Dr. Lee. "In most cases, however, | prefer to wait until weight has stabilized or the patient is close to
their target weight. Treating too early increases the risk of undercorrection, overcorrection or requiring

additional procedures as facial volume continues to change."
Patients need to remember that fat grafting results do develop gradually.

"|deal candidates are those who have some available fat for harvesting, are open to a surgical procedure and
understand that results may take time to fully develop," said Dr. Dobryansky. "It's also important for patients

to understand that touch-ups may be needed, as results can vary from one side of the face to the other."
Anyone considering facial fat grafting should think beyond trends and focus on individualized treatment.

"My first recommendation is to ensure that weight, nutrition and overall health are optimized,' said Dr. Lee.
"The best outcomes come from correctly identifying the underlying problem and tailoring the treatment

accordingly rather than simply responding to the latest trend."

With a solid foundation in place, surgeons say the wisest approach is to begin with smaller treatments and

escalate only if needed.

"Start conservatively," said Dr. Dobryansky. "Temporary treatments like fillers can be a great first step - they
allow you to see how restoring volume affects your appearance without committing to something
permanent. If you're happy with the results and want something longer lasting, you can then explore options

like fat grafting."

As more patients experience significant weight loss through GLP-1 medications, facial volume loss is
becoming an increasingly important part of the aesthetic conversation. While fillers play a valuable role in
select cases, fat grafting after weight loss offers a powerful alternative for patients seeking more
comprehensive and natural-feeling restoration. By using the body's own tissue to rebuild volume and
support facial harmony, facial fat transfer can help address some of the structural changes associated with

rapid weight loss.

To find a qualified plastic surgeon for any cosmetic or reconstructive procedure, consult a member of the American
Society of Plastic Surgeons. All ASPS members are board certified by the American Board of Plastic Surgery, have
completed an accredited plastic surgery training program, practice in accredited facilities and follow strict standards

of safety and ethics. Find an ASPS member in your area.
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